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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The lazy days of summer are upon us. Currently
we are in Georgia and experiencing some really hot
and humid weather.

The seminar was held this year in Grand Rapids.
Barb Yost headed this up again this year — thank you
Barb for being the Seminar Chairman. Barb arranged
for the hall, headed up teachers, and food. As usual
she did a great job.

Our annual election is coming up on Gctober
25th, 2014, 1t will be held in Mason, Ml at Los Tres
Amigos at 5:30. ®

Los Tres Amigos
447 8, Jefferson St., Mason, MI 48854
517-676-7701

We have a private room. We can order dinner
there and enjoy the evening. Please be on time for
this as we will start on time. . . order dinner and then
hold our election and meeting during the dinner
hour.

The nominating committee met at the Seminar in
August and nomination results are as follows in the
newsletter.

Thank you for allowing me to be President this
year, I am not running for anything this year. Please
come and support the newly elected people for the
years of 2015.

Ruthann Lehner, President
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is a publication of The Midwest Faceters Guild and is published bi-
monthly. Copyright © 2013-14. All rights reserved. Gem cutiing designs
ate used by permission of the respective authors. Article and design
submissions are encouraged. Send requests to Fditor S8andi Hartman
at: 0-11825 8th Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534, Email submissions
should be sent to sandihalO@yahoo.com. Word processing articles
MUST be in MicroSoft Word format. Pictures are to be in JPEG format,
Inclusion of articles and design submissions is at the sole discretion
of the editor, Submission date is the 15th of the month BEFORE
publication (December, February, April, June, August, October).

NOKINATIONS

Here is the nominating committees results
from their meeting on August 16, 2014,

President: Blake Glupker
Vice President: Barb Yost
Secretary: Dianna Dunaway
Treasurer: Melvin Lehner

All other committees are appointed by the
President.

Nomination committee were as follows: Virginia
Steele, Wally Frantz, Tyler Miller and Joe Materson,

Thank you all for your time that you put into
this.
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:30UT THE GUILD

The Midwest Faceters’ Guild was established July
"4, 1979 and chartered in October of that year. The
~fidwest Faceters’ Guild is a member of the American
“ederation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies
“1d the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and
«=plogical societies. Qur purpose is:

To promote education and recreation.

To develop the art of faceting.

To exchange information related fo faceting.
To provide meetings for those of like interests.
To promote the achievement of individuals.

The official publication of the Midwest Faceters’
<ruild is The Midwest Faceter, published 6 times a year.
Membership in the Midwest Faceters’ Guild
:s open to anyone with an interest in the art of
“aceting, regardless of geographical location.
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kMary L. Lee, of Davison, age 76, passed away July

13, 2014 at her residence. In lieu of flowers, memorial

contributions may be made to the Midwest Faceters
(Guild or the Flint Rock and Gem Club, Mary was
born in Flint, MI on December 31, 1937, daughter

of the late John “Jack” and Elma Rivers. She married
‘Wilfred Lee on December 31, 1955 in Flint, MI. Mary
was a member of the Midwest Faceters Guild and the

flint Rock and Gem Club, She loved to travel, she and

‘Wilfred visited every state in the U.S. Mary enjoyed
rrocheting, canning, cocking, reading and faceting.

I can say that I really admired Mary. She was
7 knowledgeable about gems and minerals. Mary

Membership applications are available on
the website or by contacting the Membership
Chairperson. Membership is $20 single and $30
family and includes a subscription to The Midwest
Faceter and enables you to participate in Guild
activities such as our Faceter Frats and gemstone
competitions.

Only The Midwest Faceters’ Guild members
may also join out private group on Facebook, look
up Midwest Faceters’ Guild on Facebook, search and
request to join us. It is a place to share problems,
updates on how everyone is doing and what is
going on, We can share information and patterns we
develop on GemCad.

Make sure you give us your latest e-mail address,
and let us know if you would prefer to just receive
electronic copy of the newsletter only.

~sjoyed faceting and was very good at it. I spend time

“rith her at some of our early frats and learned so much
‘om her. Mary was so faithful to the Midwest Faceters

_uild and traveled to all of our meetings and events. It
~as g privilege to have know her. Mary will be deelply

- .ssed. Barb Yost
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JURMALINE

Part 1
By Walter E. Johansen

Transparent varieties: Achroite (colorless),
ubeilite (red to purplish red), Indicolite (light to
“iark blue), Emeralite (medium to dark green, bluish
~+een), Chrysolite tourmaline (greenish yellow to
- ~ilow green), Dravite (brown); watermelon type,
“v0 or more colors in rings from the center core
“f the crystal; bi-color also called parti-color, two
<2 rore colors at right angles to the length of the
-rystal. Tourmaline has the broadest color range
of the important gem species, The present trend is
0 avoid the varietal color names such as rubellite,
mndicolite, etc. and simply describe the color as red
urmatineg, blue tourmaline, etc.

Opaque variety: Schorl (black). Hardness 7 to 7
1/2. Refractive Index 1.622 - 1.643. Critical Angles
30°1". Toughness is good. Slightly heat sensitive.
Dichiroism is very strong. The Dictionary of Gems
and Gemology 5th Edition by Robert Shipley
defines dichroism as: “The property of most doubly
refractive colored minerals of the tetragonal and
hexagonal crysial systems of transmitting two
different colors on two different (right angle)
directions.”

The range of color of tourmaline is practically
that of the spectrum, The cutting loss is usually
very little.compared to rough such as amethyst.
Tourmaline prices will range from relatively
inexpensive to moderately expensive. No major
preblems are encountered in cutting or polishing.

In the cutting of a piece of tourmaline rough, a

consideration will be the very strong dichrosim that

most stones display. The darker color is through the
“C” axis of the crystal (the length of the crystal)
so the stone would normally be cut in some form
of a step cut for the best color, with the table facet
paraliei to the “C” axis. If the color seen through
the “C” axis is very dark, cutting the “C” axis ends
of the stone at a steep angle is beneficial (as much
as 70%) and helps to minimize dark ends. Another
technique must be considered if the color tone is
dark across and with the “C” axis. To obtain any
coler it will be necessary to cut the stone shallow,
considerably below the critical angle of 38°. This
#li depend on the depth of the color tone and if it
i3 quite dark, as low as 30° may be necessary for the

savillion facets, sacrificing brilliance to obtain color

"curmalines that pass light readily in all directions

e cut to display the best color, Usually a form of

~»e brilliant cut is very satisfactory. Crystals that are

- light pink across the “C” axis will show a darker

. 1ot tone if the table facet is placed actoss the “C”
is.

Cutters prize “nodules” of tourmaline. These
are generally small and are broken out from often
otherwise flawed crystals with a pair of pliers.
“Nodules” are exceptionally clear and clean and
highly transparent pieces usually shaped like two
quarter domes placed back to back and at times
slightly longated. The usual indication of a “nodule”
will be a domed surface on the end of a broken
crystal.

The usually recommended polishing laps and
powder are a tin lap with Linde “A” or a type-metal
lap with Linde “A”. Large facets may have a tendencs
to scratch. Changing the direction of polishing helps
it this condition persists. Being sensitive to heat,
reasonable care must be taken in dopping.

Reprinted from Facefier Vol. 1 No. 11, November 1966

SEPTEMBER /0CTOBER 2014

THE MIDWEST FACETER



SAPPHIRE FACETING GUIDE No. 12

After Making the Preform on the Off-Set Head,
The Following Faceting can be done with the Standard

Sapphire Head Equipped with a 72 Tooth Index Gear.

# NUMBERS AND ANGLES GIVEN
o _ARE FOR QEARTZ ) o
We suggest that you cut tiis pimplified Hesszl

INDEX | ANGLE! firet, in the 18 x 18 mm. sise, o gain valuable
M 72 | 42°¢ experience and be able to sse clearly what ia |,
A 64- 8 | 42° being accomplishad. Then try it in the stnaller 7 A1=31 | 41n%
i 5517 | 42° sizes. 1 64~ B8} A34°
50-22 | 42° , 5517 | 43%°
N 45 - 27 42° On a Heart Cut, in order to equalize [proper- N 50 -22 %S
5 41 - 31 42° tion the stars and girdke facets), the compound $ 45 - 27 £Sn |
€ | 71~ 1 "W"‘ is used exteasively, subject of course to tha 7 - ) 80 ° I
T { 60-12 3° judgement of the {zceter. - & =~ & “%° %
AlS-19 g: Note - When cutting the pavilion, we suggest ] g- g g’:‘
: g: g e | srinding first No. 22 and thenfitinboth Mo, 41 1R | s4 .18 | 44w® ;
T 1| B%° and No. 31 20 that the thres facets meet ata D521 454° %
6 - & pre point. Then cut in the reat of the mains, again L | 0-23 prev .
Glgz-10 1 4542 being careful that 21l faceis come to one peint, E | 46-26 45?;+*§
; 57-15 | 46n® and also make a leval girdiz line. S| -2 :;“:
- 18 + @ 40-3 L.
b i‘: - 21 ::-e»‘
Lls-2a] a5-°
E | 4s-2 1 m-°
Slu-m | @°
2% | u Season s

1Al | promised was
to use my Sapphire
2 hours a day, %l - ©
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SAPPHIRE FACETING GUIDE NO. 11
~ Fasoting the Oval using » Standard Sepphire Hend — 64 Index Gear.

arq for Spinsl,
and siher meierisls
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o “S'!"'!H Lol %S The "Facetier hae for iis main abjectives the

L % - & 39 Enlighttnent and Pleasure of the pursucrs

. 0 -2 0° of our hobby. We will retain the true and triad

s 18 - 14 40° methods for cuiting sad polishing and at the .
- same time advance new idsas that are worthy

of consideration of the apecialists,

We are vary encouraged by the letters {rom

) aur réaders ... their c¢ommenta and there
Y ¢/ > ilar refrac. ready acceptance of “The Facetier."" As onec
tive IEREVE I co thi, cycle of the  of our friends puts it, ™t fills a void that has
: : S % head was 500 far too long. ™ It containg helpful hints
vargoes1 tocrat”  ond suggestions {or the Faceter, especially
P ey _ the "HNew Comers,”" who are joining us in this

Tt rt "ADE i
f ting hobby.
o\d s:%by Nval., All acinating ¥ The Prof
were gffered br quaris
< Fyceters hive submitted For the one You Love
: of thea We shail . b
“‘\m Ty . Order a éapp [rc.

of courss give credit for Christmas
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