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BLUE WAX LAP FOR POLISHING SOFT STONES

Equipment needed to prepare and to charge the lap:

1. Single-edge razor blade

2. Lap scoring tool

3. A brush that is wire on one side and bristles on the
other side (File-card brush)

4. Ronson lighter fluid

5. Ivory liquid soap

6. 8,000 diamond bort

7. 14,000 diamond bort

8. 50,000 diamond bort

9. 100,000 diamond bort

10. Laundry marking pen

11. Wax paper=

Important Notess

1. Use soap only. Do not use detergents with wetting agents.

2. Use diamond bord. Do not use diamond compounds with extenders.

To Charge The Lap:

1. Place the lap on the faceting machine with a piece of wax

paper between either the backing lap or the table and the

wax lap. This will prevent scratching of the lap surface.

2. Turn the machine on low to medium speed. Take the razor

blade and lightly draw it across the lap from the center

to the edge several times. This operation will remove

the concentric circles and other irregularities due to the

manufacturing of the lap.

3. Take the brush and clean the scoring tool. Use the wire

side of the brush first and then the bristle side.

4. Score the lap by moving the scoring tool from the center
to the edge while the lap is turning on a low speed.

5. Again lightly use the razor blade to remove the excess

wax loosened by the scoring tool.
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6. With the laundry marking pen, divide the lap in half.
Hold the pen midway on the lap while it is turning so as
to make a circle on the lap.

Rae /

7. The next step is to apply the diamond bort. Always place
the finer bort on the inner portion of the lap and the
coarser bort on the outside of the lap. Hence, as the
lap turns, the finer bort will work towards the coarser
bort and there will be no problem with the mixture of
the bort.

Sprinkle the 14,000 bort on the inner portion of the lap.
With your finger work the bort evenly over the inner area
of the lap.

Make some type of reference mark near the spindle as a
reminderof the diamond grit.

8.. Place a drop or two of lighter fluid on your finger and
apply to a small area with the diamond bort. Work a small
area at a time. When the area becomes tacky, stop and

continue in a like manner on the next small section. -
Continue in this manner until the whole area with 14,000
bort has been done.

CAUTION: If the diamond bort adheres to your finger,
you have worked the area too long. A new application
of bort must then be applied to the area and the process
with the lighter fluid redone. Stop at the first sign
of diamond bort on your finger.

9. Next apply the 8,000 bort to the outer portion of the
lap and work it evenly over the surface. Leave a small
space between the areas of the 14,000 and 8,000 bort.

Again make some type of reference mark as a reminder of
the diamond grit.

Work the lighter fluid as before.

This side of the lap should then be fully charged.

10. Turn the lap over and place some wax paper between the

table or backing lap and the polishing lap.

11. Turn the machine on low to medium speed and draw the razor
blade lightly across the lap several times.

12. After again cleaning the scoring tool with the brush, score

the lap by moving the scoring tool from the center to the

edge of the lap while it is turning at a low speed.

13. Again go over the lap with the razor blade using a light
pressure.
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44. With the laundry marking pen, divide the lap in half.
Refer to step #6.

15. Repeat the charging process but place 100,000 bort on the
inner area of the lap. Then work the bort evenly on the
surface and then apply the lighter fluid. See steps #7 and #8.

Again make a reference mark for the diamond grit.

16. Place the 50,000 bort on the outside area of the lap

Leaving a small area between the 100,000 bort and the

50,000 bort.

Work the bort around evenly and then apply the lighter

fluid as in step #8.

Make another reference mark for the diamond grit.

17. Both sides of the lap are now ready for polishing a

soft stone. The whole preparation of the lap will have to

be repeated from time to time depending upon usage.
a

sto of T 3

1. Cover each side of the lap with new wax paper each time

it is used. This helps to prevent contamination.

2. Store ina zip-lock, plastic bag...

3. the lap should be stored flat at a temperature below 90 degrees F.

1. Place a generous amount of Ivory liquid soap in the water
tank and mix well with the water.

It is important to have the lap well eovered with the soap

and water mixture at all times. Make sure the entire lap

is covered with the mixture. Always maintain a steady flow

of the mixture to the Lap.

2. Adjust the machine so facet to be polished is flat on the lap.

Otherwise the lap will develop grooves.

3. Start polishing in the area of the coarsest bort (8,000) and
work progressively through the various grits of bort. The

final polish is done on the 100,000 diamond bort.

4. Start polishing each bort area with a firm pressure. Then

use a light pressure before proceeding to the next grit.

5. After polishing through the various diamond grits, turn the

machine off. Then without the lap turning, stoke the stone

on the lap until the minute scratches are gone. This step

is-especially important for amber.

6. CAUTION: Always use a fresh, clean piece of wax paper wher
you turn the lap over.

Use a washer between lap and locking nut so nut will not turn.
an the way.
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The Board meeting of the Midwest

Faceters Guild was called to order at

9:35 AM on Saturday, October 27, 1984

in the Mt, Clemens Recreation Center,

Mt. Clemens, Michigan. Those present

were President Horton, Bernard Bush,

Elery Holt, Dorothy Loyd, Dave Miller,

Ed Myers and guests, Frances Bush and

Kathleen Myers. Six Board Members

were present, thus a quorum was met.

Ted Engle, Vice-President was absent.

The minutes were corrected to in-"

clude Joan Connor on the nominating

committee and that four judges have

accepted, but more will be invited to

jedge. Dorothy Loyd made a motion,

"To accept the minutes as corrected."

Dave Miller seconded the motion and it

carried.

Treasurer Elery Holt reported a

balance of $6,432.02. Expenses were

$2,345.32, Receipts were $8,803.47,

leaving a new balance of $6,458.15,

with $1,458.15 in the checking account

and $5,000 money market certificate.

Ed Myers made a motion, "To accept the

Treasurer's report as read." Dorothy

Loyd seconded the motion and it carried.

President Horton will write to the

magazines for the Show dates and to

change the Show Chairman to Harold Rice,

instead of Helen Murray.

A letter of acceptance will be mailed

to Jim Russell for conducting a seminar

and maintaining a booth at the 1986

American and Midwest Federations Show

and Convention at South Bend; to Sioux

Falls, South Dakota in 1985 and the

American Federation on June 20 thru 23

in Charleston, West Virginia to Chair

the faceters meeting for all faceters

DECEMBER _1984

The new raffle tickets will be printed

for the 1985 Show and a picture will be

included, showing the aquamarine cut by

Ralph Whitney and the blue Topaz heart

cut by Dave Miller, to be used for sales

promotions. Dave will get together with

Ralph to get the pictures taken. It was

decided that twenty tickets should be

mailed to each member to sell.

The Secretary will write a thank you

note to Jim Fowler for wirewrapping the

blue topaz heart in gold wire.

Membership Secretary, Art Kalinsky sent

his letter of resignation and sent all the

records and material back to the Guild with

Bill Schell,

Nine Dealers and one Demo-Dealer are

under contract thus far. Bill Gardner will

help with getting dealers. Four refusals

out of twenty-two letters sent out. The

xefusals were due to conflict of schedules

or ill health. President Horton will call

Dawson,

The company making our badges has quit,

Discussion was held in changing the number

of colors to cut expenses. Ed Myers made

a motion, "To keep the badges as is, so

they will all be uniform." Dave Miller

seconded the motion and it carried. Kath-

leen Myers will order the badges as usual.

Bernard Bush made a motion, "To accept

Kathleen's suggestion for using Gold, Silver

and Bronze Medals for the next four years,

along with the ribbons for First, Second

and Third Places," Dorothy Loyd seconded

the motion and it carried.

Gold,Silver and Bronze Medals, with

the Guild Logo on the front and engraved

on the back with the class and year. En-

graving of the name will be extra, They

will be awarded for First, Second and Third

Place in conjunction with the ribbons. The

cost is $9.90 when ordering one hundred

of each class at a time.

The mailing permit will be transferred

to the Bushes name and remain in Toledo

if it is not necessary to re-do the ap-

plication,

and to maintain a booth, The President

of the Eastern Federation will be con-

tacted to let them know our intentions.

Phis will dnvolve a two-hour program

for one day only and the other days

will be for general faceters meetings.

A tenative date in January will be select-

ed for the next meeting to be held in Toledo.

{Now scheduled for the 26th of January at

The Kent Branch of the Toledo Public Library).

The March meeting will be in Flint; April

meeting on the 23rd or 30th as the Guild

( next page please)
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will go to Cincinnati on the 13th;

August is open and October 26th will

be the annual meeting at Mt. Clemens,

Michigan, Meeting dates will be set

at the regualr meeting.

John G. and Regina Fischer requested

the Guild to demonstrate at the Cin-

cinnati Show, April 13 and 14. Bernard

Bush made a motion, "To attend the Cin-

cinnati Show." The motion was seconded

by Dorothy Loyd and carried. A discus-

ion was held on who would attend the

possible program.

The meeting adjourned at 10:56 A.M.

through a motion made by Dave Miller

and seconded by Dorothy Loyd.

After the election of members to the

Board, the Board reconviened for the

election of officers. Elected for 1985

were:

Bill Horton - President

Ted Engle - Vice-President

Bernard Bush - Secretary

Elery Holt - Treasurer

New Board Members:

Tom Gibbs

Elery Holt

William Schell

eee fC RE i I I

REGULAR MEETING of the Midwest Faceters

was called to order by President, Bill

Horton, at 12:34 P.M. on October 27, 1984.

in Mt. Clemens Recreation Center, Mt.

Clemens, Michigan.

The minutes were corrected to in-

clude Joan Connor and Bill Gardiner on

the Nominating Committee. The minutes

were accepted as corrected.

Treasurer, Elery Holt reported a

balance of $6,432.02. Receipts were

$8,803.47, expenses were $2,345.32,

leaving a new balance of $6,458.15,

with $1,458.15 in the checking and

$5,000 in the money market certificate.

Eugene Shinkevich made a motion, "To

accept the Treasurer's report as read."

The motion was seconded by Bill Bowers

and carried.

Dorothy Loyd, Educational] Chairwomn,

stated Mr. Tom Smith would speak on

diamond cutting and the difference of

techniques used for cutting colored

stones and the auction of Larry Murray's

faceting material, The next program will

be announced in the bulletin.

Historian, Vivian Randall requested <¢ L

sized photos of members at their faceting

machines for the History Book and suggested

a group picture be taken at the Show.

Rules Chairwoman, Kathleen Myers stated

thatthe specific size on the heart was not

mentioned, but if the design is followed,

35% of the table will be correct, Standard

size plastic box for mailing is any size

suitable for mailing entries. Kathleen

suggested members start getting their

@isplays ready, to make the largest and

best collection of displays yet. She ex-

plained the use of Gold, Silver and Bronze

Medals and showed how nicely they can be

displayed in the case.

Kathleen Myers made a motion, "We order

a four year supply of medals to receive

the best possible price." Tom Gibbs seconded

the motion and it carried.

The President made a plea for the des-

perately needed Editor and thanked all those

that have been helping to get the bulletin

together since Helen's demise. Those help-

ing Mr. Horton are Shirley Horton, Jane

and Elery Holt, Kathleen and Ed Myers,

Harold Rice, Dorothy Loyd, Frances and

Bernie Bush, Charles Horn, All Cunningham,

Shaun Strzelecki and Karyal Schaub.

Harold Rice is Show Chairman and has

collected all of Helen Murrays material.

Ten Dealers have been signed, nine retail

and one demonstrating. If you know of any

good faceting dealers please let Harold,

Bill Gardiner or Kathleen Myers know so

they can contact them to attend our Show,

Glenn and Martha Vargas will have a program

on both days; Bill Boyajian, head of the

new G.I.A. Project on Saturday; Dave Miller;

Kent Cales on cutting and flo finish. The

programs are filled. When scheduling your

work time, please arrange it so you can

attend any of these great programs that

may be of interest to you.

Special Displays will be amethyst from

the Cleveland Museum, Gus Luchini's Fabulous

display of faceted stones. Please tell

your local Club of the super programs and

the great Show plans.

Art Kalinsky, Membership Secretary, re-

signed. President Horton asked for a ve"

unteer, Bill Gardiner is the new Membe. p

(next page please)
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Secretary.

President Horton reviewed the year,

reporting meetings were scheduled in

London, Ontario; Taylor, Michigan;

Chicago at Lizzadro’s Museum; Toledo,

Ohio and Mt. Clemens, Michigan to make

it possible for members of different

areas to attend. The Guild held demon-

strations and seminars at Cincinnati and

Cleveland, Ohio; Chicagoland, Illinois;

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Detroit, Flint and

Howell, Michigan and Tampa, Florida.

Our goal being to educate the public in

the "Art of Faceting". Contributions -

were made to the preliminary approach

to a judges manual and to the AFMS Rules

Book. Our own rules were revised and

seven new. classes were added, including

one for photography, At our next Show

we will have twenty-five classes for com-

petition, The Guild was devastated by

the loss of Helen Murray and George

Westcott, two very active and contribut—

ing members, President Horton summed up

the year as a super one and thankéd every-

one in the Midwest Faceters Guild with a

"one thousand Atta-Boys to all the Mem-

bers." Bill stated "Helen Murray contri-

buted too much to even describe it all."

Please write articles for the bulletin.

When well written and informative it

encourages others to offer their tips

and experiences to aid other members,

The Murray Award, in honor of Helen

and Larry Murray, presented to the person

contributing the most to the Guild, is a

traveling award to be returned at each

annual meeting and a small plaque for the

recipient to keep. The first and very

proud recipient is Harold "Arizona" Rice,

Mr, Rice was instrumental in organizing

the Guild, was a Charter President and
Stayed on the Board of Directors as

President for six years, was instrumental

in writing the Constitution, demonstrates
faceting at many shows, representing the

Guild in an out-going friendly manner,

works on the Bulletin, teaches faceting,

serving his eighth year on the Board of

Directors, is 1985 Show Chairman, calls

Square dances, and has been working over

two years to organize F.1I-G. (Faceters

International Guild).

The Constitution will be revised and

amended to meet today's needs.

The next meeting will be in Toledo, Ohio,

January 26th. The March meeting in Flint;

June 15th in Shelby, Michigan; August in

Dearborn and October 26th the annual meet-

ing in Mt. Clemens, Michigan.

Nominees for the Board of Directors

were selected by the nominating committee,

Ed Myers, Joan Connor and Bill Gardiner as

follows: William Bowles, Elery Holt, Joe

Manina, Stanley Marks and William Schell.

Tom Gibbs was nominated from the floor.

Those elected were Elery Holt, Tom Gibbs

and Bill Schell. Out-going Board of

Directors, Larry Murray, Ernest Michaud

and Ed Myers were extended gratitude by

President Horton.

A fascinating program was presented by

Mr. Tom Smith, diamond cutter, The dif-

ferences of cutting diamonds and cutting

colored gemstones were explained.

An auction of Larry Murray's faceting

material was held, followed by the Raffle.

Winners of the Raffle were B, T, Marsh,

John Bodek, Albin Nowicki, Arline Olson,

E, Schell, Bill Morgan, Kim Kennedy,

Sally Springstead, B. Smieckowski, Noreen

Miles, Bob Springstead and Robert Cuson.

Respectfully submitted,

Bernard Bush, Secretary.
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MIDWEST FACETERS GUILD

EDUCATIONAL MEETING JANUARY 26, 1985

KENT LIBRUARY: Central at Collingwood Av.

TOLEDO, QHTO

AGENDA

10:00 - 10:30 A.M, Facility Opens & General Set-up

10:30 - 11:30 A.M. Board Meeting & "MORNING PROBLEM WORKSHOP"

11:30 - 1:00 P.M. Lunch Break & Fellowshir

1:00 - GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

2:00 - SPECIAL PROGRAM / SPECIAL GUEST SPEAXKER*

ETER BANCROFT

CALIFORNIA LECTURER

&

AUTHOR of a NEW GREAT BOOK

"GEM & CRYSTAL TREASURES"

Also we will have the 2nd half of Larry Murray's Rough on Auction...

and... "SWAP TIME"...S0Q bring your EXCESS & SEE what you can buy... or

trade for!!!

DO CONE for a great day of good companionship and sharing. Bring a

guest or share the ride with fellow members...REACH OUT & "CALL"

SOMEONE! WE GUARANTEE YOU A GREAT DAY

*CONFIRMATION PENDING




